An Interview with Shauna Singh Baldwin

Author of The Tiger Claw
1) You have your MBA, own a restaurant and have worked as a radio producer. Can you tell us how you became a writer? What path in your career led you to writing?

2) What inspired you to write The Tiger Claw? How did you first learn about Noor Inayat Khan?

3) Your first novel, What the Body Remembers, was longlisted for Britain’s Orange Prize and won the 2000 Commonwealth Writers Prize Best Book Award in the Caribbean and Canada region. It has also been published around the world with international acclaim. Did you have any concerns when starting your second novel?

4) Noor is of Indian and American descent, born in Russia, grew up in France and moves to England. You are much like her, as you were born in Montreal, grew up in India and now make Milwaukee your home. Do you feel a connection with Noor on belonging and what is home?

5) In your previous novel, What The Body Remembers, and in The Tiger Claw, your female characters are willful and determined. Is there a reason you share these headstrong women with your readers?

6) The Tiger Claw involves an incredible amount of research in order to recreate the life and times of Noor Inayat Khan. What challenges did you face writing The Tiger Claw?

7) What was the biggest lesson you learned writing The Tiger Claw?

8) What do you hope your readers will walk away with after reading The Tiger Claw? 

9) Give us your ideal “blurb” for The Tiger Claw. How would you like to see your book described?

10) What is the most memorable reaction you’ve had from a reader to your books?

Bonus Question:  What is the biggest joy in your life as a writer?
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