Translations of Sikh Scriptures

Japji Sahib

My two favorite translations of  Guru Nanak’s Japji Sahib are by

    The Jap Ji: The Message of Guru Nanak: translated by Sant Kirpal Singh.

    A PDF version is available here: http://www.ruhanisatsangusa.org/pdf/JapJi.pdf

    and

    Japji Sahib: song of the gods: translated by Prit Pal Singh Bhambah available from IndiaResearchPress.com. 

You can listen to my bilingual reading of the Sant Kirpal Singh translation of the Japji at:

    http://shaunasinghbaldwin.com/BuyAudio.html

    It is currently published on audiotape only, but comes with a bilingual booklet.

Guru Granth Sahib

I like this translation of the whole Guru Granth as for the most part, it retains the forward energy of the original. www.srigranth.org  by Dr Kulbir Singh Thind

In print form, I have Dr. Gopal Singh's four volume translation 1961 translation of the GGS. Published by World Book Centre, Indra Prakash. Most popular translation at present.

Compare a few translations -- each offers new insight. 

The only translation I don’t recommend for religious study purposes is the original translation by Edward Trump. For so long it remained the only one, defining Sikhism for the British. It also enabled the British to define a Sikh. I find it highly contemptuous, drawing spurious correlation between Sikhism and Christianity.  But of course, it's really interesting if you're studying colonialism.

Unfortunately we do yet have any books (that I can find) that discuss the Sri Guru Granth Sahib as literature/poetry -- analyzing voice, structure, metaphor, imagery.  If you ever run across such books -- or write one – please let me know.

Books on Sikhism

The Sikhs, their religious beliefs and practises. Owen Cole and Piara Singh Sambhi 

Eleanor Nesbitt's A Very Short Introduction to Sikhism (2005)

Books on Sikh History

Dr. Gurinder Mann's The Making of Sikh Scripture 
Dr. Harjot Oberoi's The Construction of Religious Boundaries: Culture, Identity, and Diversity in the Sikh Tradition (Paperback) has drawn fire for following the data, but this is a work of rigorous scholarship. We'll be grateful to Dr. Oberoi fifty years from now for translating and interpreting Persian and Punjabi sources, but at present we've ostracized and excommunicated him. 

Several modern Sikh Historians have approached their subject with reverence that allows little distinction between history and theology, so it’s best to read the major Sikh historians from Cunningham, to Khushwant Singh, to McLeod, to J. S. Grewal, and Patwant Singh and make up your own mind about the facts and their interpretation.

All best and happy reading!
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